	MELBOURNE-BOSTON SISTER CITIES

ASSOCIATION INC.
Thursday 4th June 2009

at 12.30 pm

	Minutes



	PRESENT
	Rob Trenberth, Rick Beker,  Ben James, Hugh Rogers,  Geoff Croker, Patrick McCormick, Ingrid Winship & Sharon Walsh

	
	

	APOLOGIES
	Melda Donnelly , Andrew Dell, Sara Gipton, Helen Steel, Jannine Fraser

	
	

	MINUTES
	The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed.

	
	

	FUNDS MANAGEMENT EXCHANGE


	Nil to report

	RESEARCH EXCHANGE
	Ingrid advised that the judging panel including Ben James (COM) and Patrick McCormick (MBSSA) will meet next week to select the recipient for the Research Exchange.  The announcement will be made on Thursday 18th June during Research Week.



	MIT LINK
	Nil to report

	FUNDRAISING
	Hugh Rogers Scholarships 

Rick tabled a draft follow up letter to all invitees of the launch following input from the Committee.  Hugh has a list of potential Gold donors who will receive a modified letter as well as follow up phone calls and possibly be invited to a luncheon.

DGR Status

Rob advised that the preliminary view of the guidelines for DGR status is not favourable.  However, qualification may be approved under a Scholarship Fund. Geoff agreed to speak to Alice Hill re: Harvard Menzies Scholarships.  Further advice is to be sought from Freehills, through Sara and Hugh will follow up with his contact.  

It was noted that Australian International Opera Awards have recently obtained DGR status.

Following discussion it was resolved to initiate an application for approval of a Scholarship fund.  

Rob agreed to speak with Sara in obtaining an ABN number.

Krokodiloes Function

The sub committee consisting of Rick, Geoff, Pat and Jannine have met. The event will be run in conjunction with the Harvard Club and will be held at the Athenaeum Club on Thursday 9th July. A postcard type invitation is to be sent to all potential guests from our database.  A credit card payment system will be available through the Harvard Club website.  All bookings are to be directed to Pat.  Hugh agreed to try and obtain a Hawthorn Football jumper for the Auction.  

	FINANCE REPORT
	A draft budget as previously circulated was tabled. Rick spoke to the budget and following discussion it was agreed to adopt the draft as a working document.  

A State Fundraising Application has been made and will be submitted to Consumer Affairs.

It was further agreed to establish a bank account under the name of “Melbourne Boston Sister Cities – Hugh Rogers Scholarship Fund”.  The existing cheque signatories – Rob Trenberth, Sara Gipton and Sharon Walsh will remain.  

It was further agreed that electronic access to the bank account be granted to Sara Gipton.



	TANGLEWOOD PROJECT
	Nil to report



	MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
	Nil to report

	NEW ENGLAND INNOVATION FESTIVAL


	Nil to report

	GENERAL BUSINESS
	New Committee Member

Rob advised that he has invited Tim Grogan to join the Committee. He will attend our next meeting.  He has expertise in Advertising and Marketing.



	Next Meeting

Thursday 2nd July 2009


                         at 12.30 pm  


…………………………….Chairman


